City Sele
For Drug
Prevention

== St

Charles, Mo. (AP) —
Community involvement and
willingness to tackle a prablem must
accompany the efforts of law
enforcement if the nation is to win its
battle against drug abuse, Sen. John
C. Danforth, D-Mo., says._

“We have to try to build in the
minds of the American people a
revulsion,” Danforth said Thursday
at a news conference. “We have to
build in the minds of the American
people the idea that drugs are
wrong."

Danforth spoke in behalf of a Drug
Disaster Prevention Plan being
prepared as a pilot project for St
Charles County and five Missouri
cities.
~The plan, modeled after Civil
iDefense as a response to threats from
;without, was formed in 1986. Its
‘leaders, officials of Drug Free
Missouri, wore red armbands at
Thursday’s news conference.

" Drug Free Missouri president Ed
Watkins said the organization hopes
to expand eventually into other states
after organizing community
leadership in Cape Girardeau,

. Warrensburg, Marshall, Kirksville

- and Mexico first.

“When half of the United States’
high school seniors have
experimented with illegal drugs, we
have a clear and present danger,”
Watkins said. “The communities need
o mobilize ... because this is a
‘disaster.” .:

Karl Wilson, executive director of
Four County Mental Health Services
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and of Drug Free Missouri, said the
program differs from others such as
“Just Say No."” He said the country’s
anti-drug efforts have been too
fragmented and primarily involve
only local school systems. _

“It isn't enough to just say no,”
Wilson said. “The kids have to be able
to say yes to something else. Qur role
is to get every community to pull its
own weight.”

Wilson said Drug Free Missouri,
which worked with 2,000 children in a
four-county area over the last two
years, is enlisting community support
in smaller cities first to “work out the
glitches” in the system.

The plan has four steps, Watkins
said. He identified them as
community commitment, assessment
of the problem and evaluation of"
current efforts, development of a plan
of action and - awareness and

involvement.

Watkins said community task
forces will provide assistance to law
enforcement officials in keeping
drugs out of their cities. The task
forces will also organize community
support for the continuation and
expansion of school-based programs.

The first communities selected for
the program should have plans in
place in three months, Watkins said,

Danforth, Gov. John Ashcroft and
several other Missouri officials and
leaders are members of the Drug
Free Missouri state board. Danforth,
who is a member of the White House
Conference for a Drug Free America,
praised the grassroots approach.






